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In this connection it may be said that it is not generally realized 
that the taking of even small doses of opium or morphine at regular 
intervals for a continued length of time will be more likely to de- 
velop the opium habit than the occasional indulgence in larger quan- 
tities. 

It has been asserted (Pettey, G. E., J. Am. M. Assoc. 1913, v. 61, 
p. 566), that the average person will develop an addiction to opium 
or one of its alkaloids after 30 days of daily use and that after the 
continued use of such a drug for three months or more it is practi- 
cally impossible to discontinue its use without medical aid. 

With these several possibilities fairly well established, it would 
appear to be unfortunate to indorse or even to countenance excep- 
tion clauses in antinarcotic laws. 

In the Federal antinarcotic law we have the possibility of an accu- 
rate survey of existing conditions in connection with the use and abuse 
of certain narcotic drugs. The findings, if they can be made a matter 
of record, will place the blame for the illicit use of the proscribed 
drugs where it rightfully belongs, and will suggest ways and means 
for correcting existing abuses. 

To secure efficient restrictions on the sale and distribution of nar- 
cotics, and to demonstrate that they are not primarily to blame for 
the generation and continuation of the addiction referred to, phar- 
macists individually should not alone be willing to comply with ex- 
isting requirements under the law, but should see to it that others 
engaged in the same line of business comply fully with the spirit as 
well as the letter of existing laws and regulations. 

There can be no gainsaying the fact that the amounts of opium and 
of coca consumed annually in this country are out of all proportions to 
the actual need for medicinal purposes, but to locate the existing 
leaks the followers of all branches of medicine, and particularly the 
men engaged in the practice of pharmacy, must make consistent and 
persistent efforts to purge themselves of even the suspicion of being 
directly or indirectly to blame for existing abuses. 



PLAGUE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Recently acquired knowledge has shown that when intelligently 
handled plague is not the menace to man that it was only a few years 
ago supposed to be. Plague being primarUy a disease of rodents and 
only secondarily a disease of man, it is apparent that, as plague in the 
past has been recognized to be present only when it attacked man, it 
has frequently existed in localities without its presence being known. 
The presence of the disease in rodents is of far more significance than 
its presence in man, and the history of the disease in a community 
must be primarily that of its presence in the rodents of the community, 
plague being present when it exists in rats just as truly as when it 
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exists in man. In fact, a plague-infected rat is a greater menace to 
the community than is a plague-infected man. 

In the following tables are given the essential data regarding rodent 
infection in Seattle since 1907, and rodent infection in New Orleans 
since December 6, 1914. (A similar statement of previous rodent 
infection in New Orleans will be found in the Public Health Reports 
of December 25, 1914, page 3474.) 

It is to be borne in mind that the number of plague-infected rats 
found varies with the number of existing plague-infected rats and also 
with the amount of trapping which is done and the thoroughness with 
which it is done. Plague-infected rats may be present, but if the 
trapping is not done properly, few if any will be caught. 

During the month of October, 1907, there were seven reported 
deaths from plague in Seattle. Since then there has been one death, 
occurring in December, 1913, which may have been due to plague, 
but, as the body was embalmed before a bacteriological examina- 
tion had been made, positive evidence regarding its nature was not 
obtained. No other cases of plague in man have been reported in 

Seattle. 

Seattle, Wash. 

Rats received and examined and plague-infected rats found in Seattle, Wash., from October, 

1907, 'to Hay, 1915. 



Month. 



1907. 

October 

November.. 
December. . . 



1908. 

January 

February... 

March 

A oril 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November.. 
December. . . 



Number 

of rats 

received. 



2.113 

2, 270 
3,295 



6. 783 
4,042 
4,419 
4,724 

4, 680 
5,304 
5,067 

5. 065 
5.642 
5:534 
4, 845 
4,901 



Total. 

1909. 

January 

February... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November.. 
December. . . 



Total. 



62, 005 



Number 
of rats 
exam- 
ined. 



0) 



C) 
(') 

(') 

(•) 

(') 
(') 
(') 

(') 

w 
(') 
(') 
(') 



3.24S 
2,872 
3,616 

4. 083 
3,748 
3, 499 
3. 783 

5. 368 
5,22!! 
0, 469 

6. 763 
4,569 



53,182 



3, 244 

2, 729 
3,665 
4.1X14 
3.663 
2, 600 
3,508 
3,457 
( 2 ) 

<:•■) 
( 2 ) 

2,100 



28, 870 



Number 
of rats 
found 
plague 

infected. 



Month. 



1910. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. .. 

October 

! November... 
December 



Total.. 

1911. 

January 

February... 

March 

April 

May 

Jurie 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November.. 
December. . . 



Total.. 

1912. 

January 

February... 

March 

April .... 



Number 

of rats 

received. 



4,120 
3, 561 
4.495 
3,928 
3,8)7 
4,112 
4,144 
4,641 
4,098 
4,246 
3,883 
3,683 



48,858 



3,655 
3,543 
4,340 
4,618 
4,678 
3,512 
4,460 
5, 008 
8, 380 
4,745 
4, 532 
4,357 



56, 828 



5,009 
4,334 
4,222 
4,375 



Number 
of rats. 
exam- 
ined. 



3,519 
2. 928 
«279 
3,177 
2,946 
3,511 
3,421 
3,843 
3,526 
3,650 
3,549 
3,291 



37,040 



3,071 
2,937 
3, 694 
4,034 

8,906 

2. 996 
3.S09 
1,343 
3,050 
4,062 

3. 887 
3,861 



43,590 



4,724 
4,150 

4.088 
4,133 



Number 
of rats 
found 
plague 

infected. 



i Number examined not recorded. 

• No rats examined; building new laboratory. 



s Laboratory undergoing repairs on account of fire. 



August 6, 1915 



2296 



Seattle, Wash. — Continued. 

Rats received and examined and plague-infected rats found in Seattle, Wash., from October, 
1907, to May, 1915— Continued. 



Month. 



1912. 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November.. 
December... 

Total. 

1913. 

January 

February... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November.. 
December. . . 

Total- 



Number 

of rats 

received. 



4,416 
3,743 
3,902 
4,543 
4,142 
4,633 
4,625 
4,487 



52, 431 



4,057 

3,201 

4,056 

4,173 

3,776 

3, 623 

3,566 

"38 

162 

914 

2,182 

5,258 



34,912 



Number 
of rats 
exam- 
ined. 



4,163 
3,607 
3,586 
4, 236 
3,808 
4,403 
4,456 
4,183 



49,537 



3,794 

3,059 

3,800 

3, 929 

3,657 

3,333 

3,417 

38 

62 

814 

1,986 

4,928 



32, 817 



Number 
of rats 
found 
plague 

infected. 



Month. 



1914. 

January 

February 

March 

April '. 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

1915. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Total 

Grand total 



Number 

of rats 

received. 



6,505 

4,759 

3,582 

736 

898 

920 

1,221 

1,547 

1,877 

1,787 

1,525 

1,625 



26, 982 



1, 761 

1,558 
1,800 
1,774 
1,552 



8,445 



345,327 



Number 
of rats 
exam- 
ined. 



5,828 

3,826 

2, 955 

555 

659 

725 

933 

1,271 

1,528 

1,405 

1,198 

1,330 



22,213 



1,444 

1,292 
1,405 
1,289 
1,129 



6, 559 



221,226 



Number 
of rats 
found 
plague 

infected. 



1 Discontinued trapping; picked up dead. 

Localities in which plague-infected rats were found in Seattle, Wash., from Nov. 7, 1907, 

to Jan. 9, 1915. 



Case 
No. 



Where found. 



When 
found. 



22 



5826 McKinley Place 

614 Main Street 

City dump. First and Spokane Streets. 
Second and Holgate Streets 



Polk's wagon, off City Hall district, Third and Jefferson Sts. (original location unknown) 

Water front, between Madison and Pike Streets 

Old depot, Railroad and Columbia Streets 



.do. 



629 Western Avenue 

Tide fiats, First Avenue and Holgate Street. 

909 Western Avenue 

Wood yard, Eighth and Madison Streets — 
.do ....: 



.do., 
.do., 
.do., 
.do., 
.do.. 
..do., 
.do.. 



1211 Western Avenue.. 



217 Pike Street. 



1331 Third Avenue 

Post and Seneca Streets 

Second Avenue and Pike Street. 



1907. 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 8 
Dec. 24 
Dec. 30 

1908. 
Jan. 7 
Mar. 25 
Mar. 26 
Mar. 30 
Apr. 17 
Apr. 25 
Apr. 30 
June 23 
June 29 

Do. 
July 6 

Do. 
July 9 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sept. 26 

1910. 
Feb. 8 

1911. 
Aug. 25 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 21 
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Seattle, Wash.— Continued. 

Localities in which plague-infected rats were found in Seattle, Wash., from Nov. 7, 1907, 
to Jan. 9, 1915 — Continued. 



Case 
Xo. 



"Where found. 



When 
found. 



312 Railroad Avenue South 

....do 

Railroad Avenue, between Main and Jackson Streets 

....do 

119 West Main Street 

City slip, Washington Street and water front 

Water front, between Main and Jackson Streets 

University and Western Streets 

Waterfront, between Marion and Columbia Streets 

Post Street, between Columbia and Marion Streets 

325 Eighth Avenue north 

1119 James Street (Boren and James) 

1517 Pike Place 

Elliott Avenue and Virginia Street 

East Waterway (San Juan Fish Co.) 

Pike Place Market, between Pike and Pine and First and Western Avenues 

Connecticut Street and Water front 

5414 Renton Avenue 

208 Third Avenue south 

5911 Duwamish Avenue. 

21 4J Cedar Street. , 

Fifth and Pine (market) 

935 Davis Street (Georgetown) 

Hammond Mill, Water front 

1727 Thirteenth Avenue south 

Massachusetts Street and Water front 

912 Second Avenue 

110 Occidental Avenue 

2331 First Avenue 

1627 Westlake Avenue : 

First and Pike (market) c 

Southeast corner Post and Columbia Streets 

708 First Avenue. . . 

Basement, 716 First Avenue 

810 Western Avenue 

206 Third Avenue south 

803 First Avenue (rear) 

Northeast corner Cedar Street and Elliott Avenue 

165 Washington Street 

1 625 Westlak e Avenue 

First and Columbia 

1291 Western Avenue 

2335 Western Avenue 

First and Pike 

Battery Street, between First and Second Avenues 

920 Railroad Avenue 

91 Pine Street 

906 Railroad Avenue 

1418 First Avenue 

1906 Pike Street, comer of Stewart Street 

619 Second Avenue, in alley in rear 

919 Second Avenue, in alley in rear 

Found inside of a box of plants which had remained open about five hours during day- 
light in the appraiser's building, the box having been nailed up and opened again later 
at Sixth and Main Streets on the sidewalk 



1913. 
Sept. 29 
Cct. 3 
Oct. 8 
Cct. 10 
Cct. 13 
Cct. 14 

Do. 
Oct. 23 
Cct. 28 

Do. 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 20 
Nov. 26 
Nov. 29 
Dec. 4 

Do. 
Nov. 29 
Dec. 4 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 26 

Do. 

1914. 
Jan. 5 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 21 
Jan. 22 
Feb. 21 
Mar. 28 

X 6 

Apr. 27 
May 21 
June 9 
June 23 
July 25 
Aug. 15 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov 

Do. 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 10 

1915. 
Jan. 9 



9 
13 



21 

28 
SI 
7 
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New Orleans, La. 

Localities in which plague-infected rats were found in New Orleans, La., from Dec. 6, 

1914, to June 15, 1915. l 



Case 
No. 



209 
210 
211 
212 
213 
214 
215 
216 
217 
218 



219 
220 
221 
222 
223 
224 
225 
226 
227 
228 
229 
230 
231 
232 
233 
234 
235 
236 
237 
238 
239 
240 
241 
242 
243 
244 



Where found. 



When 
found. 



Stuyvesant Docks, Wharf 6. . . 
Stuyvesant Docks, Wharf 7. . . 

do 

Stuyvesant Docks, Wharf 6. . . 
Crescent City Slaughterhouse. 
Stuyvesant Docks, Wharf 6. . . 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do 



Stuyvesant Docks, Wharf 4 

Stuyvesant Docks, Wharfs 

Stuyvesant Docks, Wharf 6 

do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

Stuyvesant Docks, Wharf 7 

....do 

Sixth Street Dock 

Stuyvesant Docks, Wharf 6 

Stuyvesant Docks, Wharf 7 

Girod, between Fulton and St. Peter Streets.. 

1535 Terpischore Street 

5238 Laurel Street 

1910 Lapeyrouse Street 

Lopez and Julia Streets 

2482 Royal Street 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Gravier and Saratoga Streets 

Clouet and North Rampart Streets 

1900 Constance Street 



1914. 
Dec. 12 
Dec. 15 
Dec. 18 
Dec. 23 
Dec. 18 
Dec. 29 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



1915. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

Do. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 27 

Do. 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 17 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 19 
Feb. 22 
Feb. 19 
Feb. 21 
Mar. 3 
Apr. 24 
May 4 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
May 10 
June 2 
June 15 



i This table is a continuation of the table published in the Public Health Reports of Dec. 25, 1914, p. 3474. 



PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 



CALIFORNIA. 



The following report of plague-prevention work in California for 
the week ended July 17, 1915, was received from Passed Asst. Surg. 
Hurley, of the United States Public Health Service, in temporary 
charge of the work: 



San Francisco, Cal. 

rat proofing. 

New buildings: 

Inspections of work under construction. . 
Basements concreted (16,113 square feet). 

Floors concreted (7,122 square feet) 

Yards, passageways, etc. (13,537 square 

feet) 

Total area of concrete laid (36,772 square 

feet). 



1C8 
41 
11 

CI 



San Francisco, CAL.-Con;inued. 

rat proofing — continued. 

Class A, B, and C (fireproof) buildings: 

Inspections made 213 

Roof and basement ventilators, etc., 

screened 5, 125 

Wire screening used (25,030 square feet). 
Openings around pipes, etc., closed with 

cement 7,379 

Sidewalk lens lights replaced 1,000 



